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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 

SCCT-01 SAJ-01 /068W 

059673 

R 180445Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6243 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USLO PEKING 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
CINCPAC 
DIA WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0685 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, UR, LA 

SUBJECT: MARCH 12 EXPLOSIONS AT THE SOVIET EMBASSY 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

REF VIENTIANE 0659 (130352Z MAR 76) 

1 . LAO NEWS MEDIA HAVE THUS FAR (MARCH 18) IGNORED 
THE MARCH 12 ATTACK ON THE SOVIET EMBASSY. SINCE LAO 
NEWS MEDIA HAVE REPORTED OTHER SIMILAR EVENTS IN 
VIENTIANE, WE CAN ONLY SUPPOSE THAT THE NON-EVENT STATUS 
OF THE MARCH 12 INCIDENT IS THE RESULT OF A REQUEST 
BY THE SOVIETS. INDEED, SOVIETS FIND THE ATTACK VERY 
EMBARRASSING AND ARE DOING ALL THEY CAN TO MINIMIZE 
ITS IMPORTANCE. (WE HAVE, HOWEVER, SEEN WIRE-SERVICE 
DISPATCH WITH ACCURATE CASUALTY COUNT - CARRIED IN 
WASHINGTON POST MARCH 14 - WHICH APPEARS TO BE SOURCED 
TO VIENTIANE "CITY OFFICIALS. ') 
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2. AMONG THESE EFFORTS WAS SOVIET EMBOFF'S MARCH 13 
CONVERSATION WITH US (REFTEL) IN WHICH HE WAS LESS 
THAN CANDID. THERE WERE NOT THREE "LOCAL EMPLOYEES" 

"VERY SLIGHTLY INJURED" IN THE ATTACK. THERE WERE IN 
FACT FOUR RUSSIANS WOUNDED, THREE OF THEM SLIGHTLY, 

BUT THE FOURTH ONE RELATIVELY SERIOUSLY. (ONE FRAGMENT 
PIERCED LEFT SHOULDER FRONT TO BACK. ANOTHER CAUSED 
A LEG WOUND.) THEY WERE ALL TREATED BY A FRENCH 
DOCTOR AT THE MAHOSOT HOSPITAL. 
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